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1. Introduction 
This deliverable, D1.4 External Advisory Board engagement, summarizes the output 
of the 4P-CAN Task 1.4, Quality Assurance, carried out within the project WP 1 – 
Project Management.  
 
In the Project Management Plan (PMP), the role of the External Advisory Board 
(EAB) is to provide expert guidance, independent oversight, and strategic input. 
The board reviews progress, offers recommendations for improvement, mitigates 
risks, and supports decision-making to enhance project outcomes and impact. 
 
The deliverable emphasizes the pivotal role of the EAB in contributing to the 
project’s success, underscoring the importance of their diverse expertise, 
experience, and valuable insights.  
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2. Protocol for the External Advisory 
Board (EAB) Actions 

 

Purpose and Scope 
The External Advisory Board (EAB) of the 4P-CAN project is an independent 
body of experts that ensures strategic alignment, scientific rigor, and the highest 
standards of quality across the project’s activities. The EAB provides 
independent oversight, expert guidance, and forward-thinking recommendations 
to enhance the project’s impact and ensure its objectives are met effectively. By 
integrating diverse expertise and external perspectives, the board supports 
innovation, scalability, and the translation of research into actionable policies. 
Additionally, the EAB plays a key role in identifying emerging challenges, 
synergies with European and global initiatives, and opportunities to maximize the 
project’s sustainability and long-term relevance. 

Key Responsibilities 

• Quality Assurance & Scientific Integrity 
Ensure that project methodologies and findings adhere to the highest 
standards of scientific rigor, transparency, and validity, while 
maintaining alignment with 4P-CAN’s objectives and broader European 
health strategies. 
 

• Strategic Foresight & Policy Guidance 
Provide forward-looking insights on policy trends, methodological 
advancements, and stakeholder engagement strategies to maximize the 
project’s impact and relevance in cancer prevention, citizen 
engagement, and implementation research (living labs). 
 

• Ethical Governance & Compliance 
Act as a safeguard for ethical integrity, working closely with the Ethics 
Committee to anticipate and address potential ethical dilemmas, ensuring 
that research and interventions respect the principles of equity, 
inclusivity, and patient rights. 
 

• Risk Anticipation & Adaptive Strategies 
Identify and assess emerging risks related to project milestones, data 
management, and stakeholder dynamics, proposing evidence-based 
mitigation strategies to enhance project resilience and success. 
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• Stakeholder & Knowledge Mobilization 

Support the project team in fostering meaningful interactions with 
policymakers, researchers, patient organizations, and the public, ensuring 
that knowledge is effectively disseminated and translated into actionable 
policies and cancer primary prevention strategies. 
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3. Composition and Description of the 
External Advisory Board 

The External Advisory Board is composed of five distinguished experts, each 
bringing unique insights and specialized expertise from diverse fields, including 
public health, cancer research, data science, and policy-making. Members are 
carefully selected based on their proven experience, contributions to their 
respective domains, and ability to provide strategic guidance to the project. 
Their collective knowledge ensures that 4P-CAN remains at the forefront of 
innovation, scientific rigor, and impactful policy development. 

The members of the EAB are: 

Expert Affiliation Partner Status 

Prof. Eric 
Solary 

4UNCAN.eu Coordinator INOMED Accepted 

Prof. Mark 
Lawler 

Professor of Digital Health, Queen’s 
Belfast 

INOMED Accepted 

Prof. Hajo 
Zeeb 

Senior Visiting Scientist at IARC for the 
ECAC5 project / Leibniz Living Lab 

IARC Accepted 

Prof. 
Bettina 
Borisch 

CEO, World Federation of Public Health 
Associations 

All.Can Accepted 

Carina 
Dantas 

CEO SHINE 2Europe 
Chair NET4Age Director SHAFE 

Foundation 
National Cancer Hub Vice Pres. EU 

Covenant Dem. Change 

ECHA Accepted 

Table 1 

External Advisory Board composition  

 
Prof. Éric Solary 
 
Éric Solary is the coordinator of the UNderstand CANcer (UNCAN.eu) Initiative 
that emerged from the concerted efforts to implement two converging European 
actions: the Cancer Mission and the Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan. UNCAN.eu is 
one of the 13 key objectives in the Cancer Mission framework and one of the ten 

https://www.gustaveroussy.fr/fr/eric-solary
https://uncan.eu/2022/10/05/4uncaneu-press-release/
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flagship projects in the EBCP. The initiative aims to foster a deeper 
understanding of cancer, facilitating advancements in cancer research, 
prevention, diagnosis, and treatment across Europe.  
Prof. Éric Solary is the founder of two research units within Inserm (the French 
National Institute of Health and Medical Research) and former research director 
at the Gustave Roussy Institute from 2011 to 2020. He is a professor of 
hematology at the Faculty of Medicine of the University of Paris-Saclay.  
In the research unit "Hematopoietic stem cells and the development of myeloid 
hemopathies" at Gustave Roussy, Éric Solary studies the pathophysiology of 
chronic leukemia. He has received numerous honors, including the Raymond-
Rosen Award from the Medical Research Foundation in 2018. He is currently the 
Chair of the Scientific Council of the ARC Foundation. 
 
Prof. Mark Lawler 
Mark Lawler has an international reputation in cancer research, leading, in 2022, 
the European Groundshot - addressing Europe’s cancer research challenges 
report, a Lancet Oncology Commission, and receiving the prestigious 2018 
European Health Award.  
Professor Mark Lawler is Associate Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Professor of Digital 
Health, and Chair in Translational Cancer Genomics, Faculty of Medicine, Health 
and Life Sciences, Queen's University Belfast (QUB).  
He serves as the Associate Director for Health Data Research Wales-Northern 
Ireland, one of the six substantive sites under Health Data Research UK (HDR-UK), 
spearheading advancements in precision medicine and public health strategies 
through big data utilization. Additionally, he fulfills the role of Scientific Director at 
DATA-CAN, the UK's Health Data Research Hub dedicated to cancer. 
Mark is especially focused on tackling cancer-related issues in Central and 
Eastern Europe (CEE), emphasizing the importance of research driven by data, 
which includes economic assessments, to strengthen cancer control measures in 
the area. 
He also occupies several roles within NGOs across Europe and has, in recent 
years, made contributions from multiple perspectives to the objectives of the 
Cancer Mission and Europe's Beating Cancer Plan. 
 
Prof. Hajo Zeeb   
Hajo Zeeb is currently leading the Department of Prevention and Evaluation at 
the BIPS (Leibniz Institute for Prevention Research and Epidemiology) since 
January 2010, has significantly contributed to the field of implementation 
research and living labs within public health. After his medical training at RWTH 
Aachen in Germany, followed by clinical practice in Germany and the UK, and a 
stint as a medical officer in Northern Namibia, he furthered his expertise with a 
Master's in Public Health from Heidelberg University.  

https://pure.qub.ac.uk/en/persons/mark-lawler
https://www.thelancet.com/commissions/European-Groundshot-cancer-research
https://www.thelancet.com/commissions/European-Groundshot-cancer-research
https://www.bips-institut.de/en/contact/staff/research-fellow.html?MAid=526
https://www.bips-institut.de/en/the-institute/departments/prevention-and-evaluation.html
https://www.bips-institut.de/en/the-institute/departments/prevention-and-evaluation.html
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His work at the German Cancer Research Center and the University of Bielefeld 
involved him in numerous epidemiological studies, also allowing him to share his 
knowledge through teaching, especially in the MSc Epidemiology program. 
His tenure with the WHO's Department of Public Health and Environment in 
Geneva, and later as a Professor of Epidemiology at Mainz University, 
underpinned his commitment to public health challenges, particularly those 
related to environmental radiation. Prof. Zeeb's involvement in international and 
national scientific organizations, the German Radiation Protection Commission, 
and the scientific advisory board of the Bernhard Nocht Institute for Tropical 
Medicine, alongside his role in the German UNSCEAR delegation, showcases his 
multifaceted engagement with health sciences. 
Since 2019, as the Co-Speaker of the "Health Sciences" research area at the 
University of Bremen and the head of the Leibniz Science Campus Digital Public 
Health Bremen, Prof. Zeeb has been instrumental in harnessing digital innovations 
to advance public health initiatives, emphasizing the role of living labs and 
implementation research in transforming health outcomes. He is also 
contributing to IARC’s current work to develop the 5th edition of the European 
Code Against Cancer. 
 
Prof. Bettina Borisch 
Bettina Borisch is a distinguished professor em at the Institute of Global Health, 
University of Geneva, and a leading figure in global public health. With an 
educational background in medicine and history from the Universities of Kiel and 
Lausanne, she has seamlessly blended her expertise in histopathology with a 
deep commitment to public health issues. Dr. Borisch's career is marked by her 
role as head of the Institute of Clinical Pathology at the University of Geneva in 
1995 and her significant contributions to breast cancer programs, notably with 
the Swiss Cancer League. 
Transitioning to public health, she oriented her activities towards addressing 
global health challenges. Dr. Borisch is at the forefront of health communication 
and community-based oncology, leveraging her position as Executive Director of 
the World Federation of Public Health Associations to foster international 
collaborations. Her editorial roles in leading health journals and her involvement 
in public health committees reflect her influence in shaping health policies and 
practices. 
Previously, she held the prestigious position of president of Europa Donna – The 
European Breast Cancer Forum and was the Founding President of the Swiss 
Forum of Europa Donna. Dr. Borisch is also a dedicated educator, teaching at the 
University of Geneva, the Swiss School of Public Health, and patient support 
groups, emphasizing the importance of knowledge transfer in public health.  
Overall, her work, characterized by scientific rigor and a humanistic approach, is 
driven by a comprehensive understanding of health, from the microscopic to the 
global level. 
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Carina Dantas 
Carina Dantas has a degree in Law, she is a PhD candidate on Biomedical 
Sciences (AI ethics) and is the CEO of SHINE 2Europe. 
She is the Chair of the COST Action NET4Age-Friendly, currently gathering over 
700 participants from 51 countries, and Director of the SHAFE Foundation - 
Smart Healthy Age-friendly Environments.  
Carina is involved in many cancer-related initiatives, namely: 

• WP1 Leader of RadioVal | International Clinical Validation of Radiomics 
Artificial Intelligence for Breast Cancer Treatment Planning 

• Task leader on social innovation and stakeholder engagement in Liveration 
| Unravelling the impact of radiofrequency in liver surgery 

• Co-researcher of EUonQol | Quality of Life in Oncology 
• Member of the Portuguese National Cancer Hub – Survivors’ group  
• Stakeholder Board Member of JANE Joint Action | EU Networks of 

Expertise on cancer 
• Advisory Board member of 4P-CAN | Personalised cancer primary 

prevention 
• Smartcare project stakeholder | Empowering Cancer Survivors in Europe 

She is evaluator/reviewer for the European Commission, Eureka, AAL, EIT Climate 
and EIT Digital Advisory and manages several international projects such as 
SIRENE | Social Innovation Responsive Environments NETwork, a HORIZON Europe 
CSA, where she is the Project Coordinator. 
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4. Meetings Frequency and Format  
• Regular Meetings: The External Advisory Board convenes twice a year to 

provide strategic input, review project progress, and ensure alignment with 
objectives. 

• Meeting Format: Sessions are held virtually or in person, depending on 
logistical feasibility and project requirements. 

• Special Meetings: Additional meetings may be convened as needed, 
particularly for urgent matters, critical project milestones, or emerging 
strategic challenges. 

 

 Agenda and Key Discussion Topics 

Each EAB meeting will focus on the following core areas: 

• Project Progress Review – Updates on ongoing work packages, key 
achievements, and challenges, ensuring alignment with project 
milestones. 

• Quality Assurance & Impact Assessment – Evaluation of current 
activities, including Living Labs, communication campaigns, and 
stakeholder engagement activities, to maintain scientific rigor and 
effectiveness. 

• Ethics and Data Governance – Review of ethical compliance, data 
protection measures, and responsible data management to uphold 
transparency and trust. 

• Strategic Recommendations – Expert guidance on upcoming project 
phases, policy implications, communication strategies, and scalability 
opportunities. 

• Open Dialogue & Innovation Opportunities – Discussion of emerging 
challenges, cross-sector collaborations, and innovative solutions to 
enhance the project’s impact. 
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5. Deliverables 
• Meeting Reports – Comprehensive summaries capturing key 

discussions, expert recommendations, and actionable insights from 
each EAB meeting, ensuring transparency and continuity in decision-
making. 

• Advisory Notes – Targeted guidance on critical project activities, such 
as but not limited to dissemination strategies, stakeholder engagement, 
and alignment with the European Code Against Cancer, providing 
expert-driven recommendations for strategic implementation. 

 

6. Communication and Coordination 
• The External Advisory Board will maintain close collaboration with the 

Project Steering Committee and the Project Coordinator (INOMED) to 
ensure strategic alignment and informed decision-making. 

• Work Package Leads will provide regular progress updates ahead of 
each meeting, enabling the EAB to offer timely and targeted 
recommendations. 

• Direct communication channels will be established to facilitate efficient 
exchanges and prompt responses to EAB inquiries, ensuring continuous 
engagement and support. 

 

7.  Initial Assessment by the External 
Advisory Board 

The onboarding process for the External Advisory Board began with online 
meetings, held between June and July 2023, providing an initial platform for 
members to familiarize themselves with the project's objectives, structure, and 
key areas of focus.  
This was followed by an in-person meeting during the Consortium Meeting in April 
2024, where members engaged in more in-depth discussions. 
During the second face-to-face Consortium Meeting in April 2024, held at the 
WHO European Office in Brussels, project partners conducted a comprehensive 
review of 4P-CAN’s progress. This meeting also provided an opportunity for 
consortium members to engage directly with External Advisory Board (EAB) 
representatives, fostering deeper collaboration and alignment on key project 
objectives. 
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EAB members participating at Brussels meeting.  

Expert Affiliation Brussels E-mail 

Prof. Eric 
Solary 

UNCAN.eu Coordinator In person eric.solary@gustaverous
sy.fr  

Prof. Mark 
Lawler 

Professor of Digital Health, 
Queen’s Belfast 

Written 
message 

mark.lawler@qub.ac.uk 

Prof. Hajo 
Zeeb 

Senior Visiting Scientist at 
IARC for the ECAC5 project / 

Leibniz Living Lab 

Recorded 
message 

zeeb@leibniz-bips.de 

Prof. 
Bettina 
Borisch 

CEO, World Federation of 
Public Health Associations 

In person bettina@borisch.ch 

Carina 
Dantas 

CEO SHINE 2Europe 
Chair NET4Age Director 

SHAFE Foundation 
National Cancer Hub Vice 
Pres. EU Covenant Dem. 

Change 

In person carinadantas@shine2.eu 

Table 2  

EAB presence in Brussels 
 
The External Advisory Board (EAB) provided its initial evaluation of the 4P-CAN 
project. The experts commended the project’s innovative approach to cancer 
prevention, particularly its emphasis on citizen engagement, implementation 
research, and the use of social science methodologies. They highlighted the 
Living Lab model as a promising framework for translating research into 
community-driven action and noted the project’s potential to bridge the gap 
between scientific advancements and real-world impact. Additionally, the 
EAB acknowledged the consortium’s commitment to reducing health 
inequalities in Eastern Europe, emphasizing the importance of sustaining and 
scaling the project’s methodologies beyond the initial pilot phase.  
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Prof. Éric Solary, coordinator of the UNderstand CANcer (4UNCAN.eu) Initiative: 
 
”I think the 4P-CAN project has a lot of excellent initiatives and it will answer one 
of the very important questions we had in the UNCAN project – how we can solve 
the issue of inequalities and inequities in cancer prevention? Having such strong 
initiatives in Romania and Bulgaria – i.e. the Living-labs – will provide us with many 
insights into how to improve cancer prevention, but the learnings could be 
extrapolated to also early diagnosis, treatment and overall management.” 
 
Prof. Mark Lawler, Professor of Digital Health, and Chair in Translational Cancer 
Genomics, Faculty of Medicine, Health and Life Sciences, Queen's University 
Belfast (QUB):  
 
”As we celebrate the 10th anniversary of the European Cancer Bill of Rights and 
its focus on inequalities, I am delighted that the 4P CAN project emphasizes its 
intention to address the cancer divide that persists across Europe. Working 
together we can narrow that divide so that prevention, diagnosis and cancer are 
enhanced, no matter where you live.” 
 
Prof. Hajo Zeeb, leading the Department of Prevention and Evaluation at the BIPS 
(Leibniz Institute for Prevention Research and Epidemiology), Professor of 
Epidemiology at Mainz University: 
 
”When I looked through the mission of 4P-CAN, I was particularly enthusiastic 
because of two aspects – one is the Living-labs you are planning to implement, 
as they offer the opportunity to work with communities, hear their voices, see how 
they experience cancer prevention, what are their interests in cancer prevention. 
It is a very important approach, because if we do not manage to get to the 
foundations of cancer prevention, to the people, make it their choice and interest, 
we will fail again in the future. The other approach I really like is that you look at all 
levels – macro, meso and individual. You’re looking at policies as well to see how 
they link up with structures on the ground and how the individuals relate to them.” 
  

https://pure.qub.ac.uk/en/persons/mark-lawler
https://www.bips-institut.de/en/the-institute/departments/prevention-and-evaluation.html
https://www.bips-institut.de/en/the-institute/departments/prevention-and-evaluation.html
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Prof. Bettina Borisch, distinguished professor em at the Institute of Global Health, 
University of Geneva: 
 
”I think 4P-CAN really looks like a project that is innovative and that goes a little 
bit beyond our usual doing and talking about cancer. I really like the inclusion of 
social sciences into it, and I would like to push you and ask you to be even 
iconoclastic. Go and look at the social determinants of health, because health is a 
political choice. Look at the misinformation, the not knowledge, talk to the people! 
I am very curious about how the new edition of the Europea Code Against Cancer 
will look based on the insights that will have from the 4P-CAN project.” 
 
Carina Dantas, CEO of SHINE 2Europe. 
 
”I am delighted to collaborate with 4P-CAN in its endeavor to reduce inequities 
and empower citizens through social innovation, co-created knowledge and 
Living-labs. Tackling cancer risks at all levels and addressing its modifiable factors 
are essential to improve primary prevention and promote a healthier living to all 
citizens, regardless of their countries and context. As a cancer survivor myself, I 
am happy to be part of this joint effort and hopeful of its positive achievements.” 
 

8. Conclusions 
This report outlines the role, structure, and engagement of the External 
Advisory Board within the 4P-CAN project, highlighting its strategic value and 
contribution. Recognized as a key asset, the EAB brings a diverse range of 
expertise and external perspectives that enhance the project’s development, 
implementation, and long-term impact. By providing independent oversight 
and forward-looking recommendations, the EAB helps to identify emerging 
opportunities, anticipate potential challenges, and ensure that project 
activities remain scientifically rigorous, feasible, and aligned with European 
standards. Its involvement reinforces the project’s commitment to excellence, 
innovation, and the effective translation of research into actionable cancer 
prevention strategies. 
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